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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Just as we are going to press information reaches 
us that a telegram‘has arrived from India announcing 
the death of Professor J. H. Steel, Principal of the 
Bombay Uollege. It is only a week or two since 
we noticed his last report of the institution 
over which he presided, and we drew atten- 
tion to a paragraph in which disease and death 
amongst the staff were traced to the unhealthy posi- 
tion of the buildings. It is common for English- 
men to die at their posts in India, and when the 
excitement and glory of war surround them their 
loss may be recorded with hardly a note of sadness. 
Far otherwise is it when an active devotion to duty 
and an almost reckless disregard of self impel a 
high minded and noble character to persist in carry- 
on the daily routine work of an institution which is 
only half appreciated, and which is so situated that 
health and life are surely and certainly undermined. 

Bombay will doubtless be the better for the work 
of John Steel but it has robbed the veterinary pro- 
fession of one of its brightest intellects, and consinged 
to a premature grave one of the most loveable and un- 
selfish of men. Next week we hope to give a fuller 
notice of Professor Steel. 


We this week publish the remainder of our report 
of last Council meeting, and our readers will do well 
to read carefully the discussion on the questions of 
examinations and examiners. On another page we 
have drawn special attention to the subject of our 
Practical Examinations, and as we considered the 
Matriculation Examination last week we may leave 
the report with only one more reference, viz.—to 
the Court of Examiners. and their reports to Council. 


We have more than once drawn attention to the 
agenda paper of Council meetings on which appeared 
to receive the report of the Board of Examiners.” 
In the report of such meetings all we could ever get 
by way of explanation was “the report of the 
rd of Examiners was taken as read, and 
adopted.” Hence doubtless the prevailing idea 
amongst practitioners that the Council had full cog- 
hoe of all that was done by their Examining 
rd. It will hardly be credited that never in the 
een of any Councilman has a formal Report 
n received from the Examiners. What has been 
ee as a report is simply a list of names of 
meee who have passed. When this was objected to 
Cree ntaed that no report was requisite, that the 
ara had always trusted the Examiners implicitly, 
that everything was always done in the best 


possible way by the best of all boards of examiners. 
A referenve to the bye-laws of the College disclosed 
the fact that no Report was required—only a list of 
successful students, signed by the chairman. Even 
this signed list could not be produced. Such laxity 
could only be tolerated from a body which has been 
absolutely left without control for years. The 
Council appoints examiners, and then leaves them 
to do pretty much what they like. If any one dares 
to question their conduct he is looked upon as a dis- 
turber of order. and very probably credited with 
some hidden personal motive. The examiners 
themselves have no objection to a Report, and more 
than one of them said that if the Council wished it 
a report would be willingly given. It is not the 
men who are to blame; it is the bad old traditions 
handed down from the bad old days when half a 
dozen friends ‘‘ran the machine,” and jealously 
excluded all outsiders. These traditions survive sim- 
ply from want of energy in the members who think 
vested interests and existing arrangements are too 
sacred even to be enquired into, The reforming 
energy of the Council is in proportion to the energy 
of the profession, and practitioners have no right to 
expect progress or reform so long as they neglect 
to make a single inquiry into the views or capacities 
of their representatives. We may be too sanguine, 

but we do look forward with some confidence to the 
next election of Councilmen for an exhibition of 
professional awakening, and a new departure 
requiring some statement of policy from every 

candidate, be he known or unknown. 


Professor Koch did well not to disclose the nature 
of his lymph three months ago. He no sooner does 
so than a crowd of mediocrities come forward to 
claim that they knew all about it, and have been 
using it for years. Some firm in London think 
they anticipated Koch by selling dried and pul- 
verised tuberculous matter. They claim that this is 
on homeopathic principles. If their statement be 
true, and they have really sold the dried germs 
of disease, surely there is some law to prevent 
their doing so again, and, we hope some law 
to punish them for such conduct. anks to the 
daily|~papers and the action of advertising doctors 
there is now a grand field for any secret remedy 
for tuberculosis. By advertising doctors we do 
not mean the petty and pitiable little man who pays 
for a paragraph in the advertising columns, but the 
great und honoured men who get noticed in leading 
articles—who are always being noticed for some- 
thing or other. The oblique advertisement is a 
fine art, and some of our most popular medical men 
are experts. 
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THE PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS. 


The last of the three examinations which we 
require all candidates for oar diploma to pass is 
divided into two parts—the so-called theoretical and 
practical. In the first division students face their 
examiners at a table, and are questioned on Medi- 
cine, Surgery, Pathology, and Therapeutics ; in the 
second division they accompany other examiners 
through yards or sheds in which sivk and lame 
animals are collected, and answer questions or 
carry out orders in reference to these animals. 

Years ago this second division of examiners did 

not exist. It was adopted by the Council to meet a 
complaint that graduates were admitted possessing 
too little practical knowledge—some knew all 
about exostosis, but could not recognise a spavin, 
whilst others were really brilliant on the pathology 
of inflammation, but could not tell on which leg a 
horse was lame when it “ nodded” ata trot. This 
“practical” examination was not left to the 
“theoretical.” examiners. New men were appointed 
for this important duty, and the final examination 
was divided into two distinct parts. Objections to this 
splitting up of examinations into: sections, each} of 
which a student could pass—one at a time—were 
heard at the. moment, but ignored. It seemed to’ be 
the opinion of our sapient Council that the “ theo 
retical and)“ ical ” examinations were ane 
distinct things, and should be conducted by aig 6 
men and upon different lines, At the last meetin 
of the Council an alteration of rules was made 
which makes this division of our final test still 
worse, and distinctly marks an advance to accepting 
the two divisions as really two examinations. This 
latest change permits a student who is rejected at 
the “ practical ” division of the final examination to 
go away from College and come back any time 
within three years to be re-examin2d only on the 
practical. hese, three years may be devoted to 
practice very exclusively, and the candidate return 
absolutely ignorant of the elementary principles of 
his profession. Our practical examiners are elected 
especially for their limited duties, and no one will 
claim for them either the power or the ability to 
test a student on general principles. If it be per- 
mitted that a student, after rejection at any branch 
of his final examination, may decline to present 
himself for three years, we should insist that he be 
re-examined at all the tables forming the final 
examination. 

Some years have elapsed since. the “final” was 
divided as we have just explained, but the improve-. 
ment in the graduate which was expected has not 
yet appeared ; in fact it is quite a question whether 

_ We are not admitting info the profession a more ig- 
norant and undesirable man than before. ' 
’ At last meeting of Council some light was thrown 
upon the subject by a letter from Mr. Lambert— 
Principal Veterinary Surgeon to the Forces. When 
the newly fledged member obtains a diploma, it ig a 
very difficult thing to form any just opinion of his 


under circumstances favourable to estimating his 
professional abilities. | Some practitioners meet 
him as assistant, and they certainly do not give a 
good report of the modern graduate; but it must 
not be forgotten that they themselves are not al. 
ways fit to judge either the young one’s capacity or 
acquirements, 

_Now candidates for a position in the A.V.D. areall 
recent graduates holding our diploma—certified, at 
considerable trouble and expense, as “fit to prac- 
tice.” They are not however accepted merely on 
presentation of our diploma—they are examined 
again and the test is, we believe, chiefly “ practical.” 
If the Army examination be properly conducted it 
should show results very similar to those indicated 
by our practical examination—if that also be proper. 
ly conducted. In other words men who possess the 
diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur. 
geons should on the average be quite able to pass 
the examination forthe Army. What are the facts? 

The Principal Veterinary Surgeon tells us that at 
a recent examination “the practical ignorance dis. 
played was deplorable—almost incredible.” He 
adds “he was informed that all the candidates who 
were examined in July and December last had been 
pupils of veterinary surgeons in private practices.” 
The late Principal supports this by inlberunisg w 
that during his term of office “50 per cent. of can- 
didates failed,” and Mr. Walters whose experience 
includes the Army examinations as well as those 
for the diploma states that eight out of ten were re- 
jected at one examination. me 
-” ‘What does this mean? Are the professional ex- 
aminations so shamefully conducted as to permit 
50 per cent. of incapables to obtain the diploma? 
or are the Army examinations of a nature requiring 
something more than veterinary knowledge. Lither 
‘the Royal College or the Army must be to blame if 
the examinations conducted by each are meant only 
to test directly a man’s fitness to practice the art of 
veterinary medicine and surgery. If the fault 
lie with the College it is. the profession’s duty 
to remedy it; if the fault lie with the Army 
we need not trouble much about it. Ther 
is some evidence to lead us to think the Army 
Examinations are the fairer test. Specific instances 
of ignorance are stated, and somewhat similat 
charges are made by practitioners who profess t0 
have had ocular demonstration. If we admit 0 
our profession men incapable of honestly performirg 
the duties entrusted to them by the public we a 
doing a serious wrong. We must either alter ou 
tests or the men who are supposed to carry the 
out; but to prevent injustice the Council sho! 
hold an enquiry, and determine where the evil lies 
who is responsible, and how best to remedy it. 


(There seems to be an idea that fifteen minutes is ti? 
time legally allotted to students at each examination m4 
except the practical when twenty minutes is allowed. .' 
the rules End regulations of the Body Corporate no time 


specified, and therefore the duration of an examina 
is purely a matter for the examiners. It may b 


merits. We meet him sometimes, but not often 


minutes, or it may be an hour.] 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


ANTI-SEPTIC MEDICINE. 
By J. Arxrnson, F.R.C.V.S. 


Antiseptic Surgery has now got beyond the stage 
of theory, and is adopted by all surgeons as based 
upon an indisputable fact. The exact method to 
be adopted to bring about the best results cannot 
be laid down with precision, but the principle is 
acknowledged. Wounds heal well, if well brought 
together, whenever we are able to prevent the de- 
velopment of germs or organisms which give rise to 
complications. Certain substances have the power 
of destroying these germs, and we have only to use 
them in such a manner as best to destroy the germs 
whilst preserving the vitality of the tissues. In all 
superficial wounds this is comparatively easy, and 
surgery has advanced in proportion to the care and 
common sense with which the principle is car- 
ried out. 

Just as serious consequences arise from the de- 
velopment of germs in superficial wounds, so serious 
consequences urise from the development of germs 
in the blood, and general diseases are pioduced 
which are often fatal and always dangerous. All 
contagious diseases depend upon the development of 
germs or organisms in the blood, and the question 
arises—can we treat these anti-septically ? In other 
words can we administer drugs to an animal which 
will destroy organisms in the blood without destroy- 
ing the animal ? ae 

it is well-known that there are drugs which, out- 
side of the animal body, will destroy germs giving 
rise to serious general diseases. e can de- 
stroy the organism which causes glanders if we 
find in it fluids or solids outside of the animal. 
We have not found the organism which causes 
Influenza, but no doubt we have agents capa- 
ble of destroying it if we could separate and detect 
it. Many other diseases might be mentioned in 
which a germ is the cause, and it is an important 
point to decide whether we have any agents which 
will kill it whilst permeating the living animal. 

_ In a paper recently read before the Border Coun- 
ties V.M.S. on Influenza, it was suggested that the 
treatment to be adopted was to administer Germi- 
cides; and Carbolic Acid was mentioned. Now it 
may be that some day an agent may be discovered 
which will destroy pathogenic organisms and yet 
have no deleterious action upon the larger domestic 
animals : at present all our active disinfectants fail 
todo this. Ifgiven in sufficient doses to kill the 
cause of disease they inevitably kill the animal. 
Whether we may not discover preparations, to be 
extracted from the ‘products of each germ, such as 
some of the vaccines now being produced in patho- 
logical laboratories and which will destroy the or- 
ganisms causing disease, is a point still under in- 
vestigation, ertain it is that our ordinary drugs 
cannot be employed. Carbolic Acid for instance 
we kuow must be of a given strength to destroy 
germs— at least 2 per ‘cent. If we give carbolic 


by the mouth it must be diluted, and when it reaches 
the blood it is further weakened by the amount of 
that fluid. 

In the horse, the quantity of blood circulating 
through the vessels would dilute any amount of 
carbolic acid (not poisonous to the animal) below a 
standard affecting the development of organisms. 
We have as yet no drug or remedial agent which 
can be given to animals in doses which will destroy 
disease germs and not destroy the animal. Until 
this difficulty is got over it is very unscientific to 
suggest the use of agents which are mis-called ger- 
micides. It is quite certain that a poisonous agent 
when diluted to asufficient extent becomes inert, and 
the nine or ten gallons of blood in a horse effectually 
destroys the action of all known antiseptics 


inistered in non-poisonous doses. it 
wage ot so we should be able to treat contagious 
di s very easily. Antiseptic surgery is practi- 
cal—antiseptic medicine is a myth. 


“MORE THOUGHTS ON INFLUENZA. 
By A Reoznr 


Written with a view to awakening the profession and 
inviting discussion. 


t is the prevailing epidemic amongst our 
equine population? This is a question for us all, 
not. scientists but practicists. Prevention 
and eure should be founded upon a definite patho- 
logy, and I accept the invitation of Mr. Greaves to 
discuss the matter on “‘a scientific basis,” Let us 
take the symptoms and autopsy, and see by careful 
injameretation how Semiology assists us; how 
morbid anatomy guides us, and bacteriology directs 
us. We find drooping eyelids, swollen legs and 
sheath, fidgetty and painful limbs, cold extremities, 
incteased temperature and peculiar pulse, great 
prostration, stagnation in general, and in some cases 
speedy dissolution. In considering these points, if 
perchance I seem to exceed the bounds of extra- 
ordinary description I trust my critics will make 
allowances for my youth and inexperience, 


SEMIOLOGY. 


- Every thing points to all the normal functions of 
the body being in abeyance. The drooping eyelids 
show the perverted cerebral function and the anoma- 
lies of secretion are evidenced by the abnormal 
lachrymal] flow. The swollen legs are doubtless due 
to impairment of the normal nutritive operation of 
exosmosis and endosmosis. How fares it with the 
capiljaries? They are lying inactive, waiting for 
assistance which cannot be sent, because in the 
struggle for existence the larger vessels call for first 
attention. The fidgetty and pa limbs are clearly 
due to reflex irritability of the peripheral nerve 
filaments acted upon by the unvivified vital fluid. 
The increased temperature is due to the increased 
metabolism of the tissues which is retained in the 
diseased body instead of being dissipated by the 
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- active circulation of health. The pulse—This is the 


most important point. At such times as the pulse 
ean be felt bounding in the arteries we recognise 
a loss of the pneumogastric inhibitory action, with 
perchance, some morbid assistance from the sympa- 
thetic system. When, however, the pulse is weak, 
and the largest fleam fails to obtain blood from the 
jugular we conclude that the vital fluid has gravi- 
tated into the larger vessels and heart. as so well 
described by Mr. Greaves. The most frantic at- 
tempts of the ventricles to move the dead weight of 
unvivified blood only produces a sort of vibration 
or physical or mechanical flutter which can be 
detected by the nicest and most delicate touch of 
the educated finger. The prostration and stagnation 
and dissolution need no further explanation. ' 


Morsip ANATOMY AND PATHOLOGY. 


A post-mortem examination reveals great changes. 
Some days after death the blood is found in a thick, 
tarry condition, and only in the aorta and ventricles. 
The veins are empty, and the vital organs perished. 
Such things are apparent to the naked-eye observer, 
but to the scientist, aided by his microscope, a wider 
field of changes is laid bare. Masses of leucocytes 
abound in the lymph-spaces and phagocytes with 
half-digested bacteria within them, are shown in 
colonies. The fatty degeneration of the epithelial 
lining of serous membranes is well displayed when 
strained with Tyrian purple or aniline blue. The 
axis-cylinder of the nerves, both spinal and sympa- 
thetic, show softening, and a tendency to form at- 
tenuated protoplasm of a granular nature. 


BacTERIoLocy. 


My observations include the detection of, at least, 
four forms of organisms, some of which are doubt- 
less pathognomonic. Time will not allow a full des- 
cription of these, but 1 hope shortly to submit cover- 
glass preparations to some of our more learned 
members. I may just enumerate (1) Spirillum, (2) 
Diplo-coceus, (3) Rayed fungus with refractory 
spores, (4) Doubtful organism resembling strepto- 
coccus imperator. 


TREATMENT. 


We now come to the practical part of the subject, 
which may be approached with less diffidence as 
the contemplation of this most bewildering subject 
has now resulted in a clear hypothesis. Ammonia is 
indicated to bring about fluidity of the blood. Gin 
and peppermint at once suggest themselves as 
stimulants tu the impaired nervous functions. They 
are best taken warm. Coke fires are also good as 
the excess of carbonic oxide favours exosmosis in the 
air cells, Iodide of potassium, anti-pyrine, eserine 
and venus turpentine may also be tried. Great 
caution is necessary in giving drinks, as sometimes 
the epiglottis becomes entangled in the velum pen- 
dulum palati, and obstruction to the larynx may 
occur, 


[We publish the above with some misgiving, and trust 


e 
none of our readers will write questioning either the 
facts or the theories. The author seems to have at- 
tempted a little “fun in earnest.”—Ep., V_k.] 


ETIQUETTE. 


In these days, when our periodicals and societies 
afford such facilities for interchange of ideas, we 
frequently hear opinions expressed on codes of 
ethics. professional etiquette, unprofessional con. 
duct, &e., &c. I have generally noticed that the 
greatest stickler for etiquette\is the Military V.s.— 
the reason being obvious, the word competition has 
no meaning for him. There is another practitioner 
who also feels strongly on the question. He is 
generally a successful man who has reached the 
of the ladder and two or three rungs down the other 
side. He details most unprofessional treatment by 
some young, inexperienced members, who have per- 
haps been cutting his contracts. He will finish by 
saying that sooner than lose a client he will do the 
work gratis, and he does this sometimes. It 
is generally the younger men who offend most, we 
are told. I started with a fair amount of reverence 
and respect for my more experienced seniors, and a 
rather high ideal as to what should be the relations 
between brother practitioners. © I am no doubt an 
exception, but I have met with much fairer treat- 
ment from my younger |fellow practitioners, whilst 
I have had cause to complain of the elder lights of 
the profession. These men are what the cabman 
calls “more tricky.” Perhaps the following may 
appear rather personal, but one can only judge of 
men and things as one finds them. 


(1). Mr. A., F.R.C.V.S. M.C., Examiner. Called 
in as consultant, at the stable expresses 
himself as perfectly satisfied with my 
treatment, makes slight alterations, shakes 
hands, good-bye, &c. Drives directly 
to owner (a lady) bas long consultation 
in my absence. Result—secures a fresh 
client. 


(2). Mr. B, M.RC.V.S., M.C.. Called to 
give opinion knowing I was in at- 
tendance. Ignores me altogether; adverse 
opinion. Takes over case. Result— 
secures a fresh client. 


(3). Mr.C., F.R.C.V.S. Prominent West-end 
Practitioner. Abdominal case, showing 
signs of grave lesion-—probably twist. 
I suggested another opinion. Mr, @ 
came, sees case and owner in my absence 
(I lived about 100 yards from stable). 
Seescolic draught labelled —brilliant idea, 
states I have been treating horse wrongly. 
Horse never had colic. &c., &c. Medicine 
given unsuitable. Although he did not 
know what my treatment had been he 
censured it. | Result—secures a f 
client. 


1 do not quarrel with above, but I only ask such 
gentlemen to be consistent and not agitate for “codes 
of ethics,” &c. Iam perfectly certain that no code, 
rule or regulation can alter the little meannesses ° 
human nature. Just as frequently as a governing 
body may frame rules to regulate professional 000 


duct—so often will such natures ingeniously 
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round such rules. The effect such treatment has 
on me is to incline me to the arena of competition. 
Go in bald-headed—giving and asking no quarter. 
The motto to take is not “do as we would be done 
by ” but, “do as you are done by,” be fair to the fair 


and as fair as they deserve to the false. 
H. G. Rogers. 


Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF CONNCIL. 
(Continued from page 356.) 


Court oF EXAMINERS. 


Mr. Huntine :—The agenda says we are to have a 
report from the Court of Examiners. I want to know 
whether we have a report, and I want to see the report. 

The Szecretary :-—-The report was drawn up by the 
Secretary as usual. 

Mr. Huntine :—That is not a report of the Court of 
Examiners, and I must object to it. The Charter and 
the Bye-law says that the Court of Examiners shall 
submit a report. I want to know where the report is. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—As I understand the report 
states the number of number of those who have passed ; 
it states those who have passed with credit, and those 
who have passed with very great credit. 

Mr. Huntine:—Who is the representative of the 
Court of Examiners ? 

Sir Henry Simpson :—The Examining Board. 

Mr. Huntine :—Is there any signature to the report ? 

Sir Henry Simpsoy :—The record sheets are all in 
possession of the Council. 

Mr. Huntine :—That is not a report. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—We compile our report, and 
the result is presented here. Hitherto we have not 
been asked for any other report. If any gentleman 
wishes a report, I should think the Board of Examiners 
will lige y too pleased to give any report which is 

uired. 
r. Huntine:—It is in the regulations of the 
College. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—Will you state in what way 
we have disregarded the regulations of the College ? 

The Soricrror :—The bye-law is that a list of the 
successful candidates, at each examination, signed by 
the Chairman of the Court, shall be transmitted to the 
President. 

Mr. Huntine :—A signed list. 

Mr. Roatrg Cox :—There has been a certain custom 
observed, and I propose that the Council furnish the 
form of the report which it requires to be delivered by 
the Examiners after each examination, with instructions 
thereon to the Board from time to time. I had pro- 
posed to give that notice of motion, but this will be the 
opportune time to do so. 
RUTHERFORD have been in the habit of 

in a ve i 
Scot a ry report of what goes on in 

Mr. Kipp :—I have never seen a report from the 
Court of Examiners since I have been on this Council. 

Dr. Fiemine :—I believe your Examining Board is 
mgs of a number of sections, and each section has 
De chairman. The Chairman submits to the Secretary 

€ names of those who have passed, and I believe the 
cach are submitted to the Council. The Secretary of 
bi ning Board transmits the names of those 

© passed. If any special report is required, it 


is for the Council to, rule it so. Hitherto there has. 
been no form required, except that from time imme- 
morial, in fact from the formation of our College, it has 
been the custom for the names of those who have 
passed to be read. The Council has never asked, at any 
time, for any specia] report. 

The Preswent :—The examination sheets are here 
for the inspection of anyone. 

The Secretary read the report and record sheets 
from which it appeared that the number of students 
that had passed from the various colleges were as fol- 
lows :—Class C, final, 56; Class B, final, 49; Class A, 
final, 42. 

Mr. Huntine :—How were the Deputy Examiners 
elected by the Court? Possibly a suitable man may 
have promiscuously turned up in Edinburgh—after 
travelling many miles, and then been elected by the 
Court. 

Prof. Watiey;—All this kind of thing will be 
avoided if reserve Examiners are appointed. I think 
it is of the gravest possible moment that that should be 
done. We have Examiners coming in now who are 
quite new to the work. 

Dr. Ftemine :—What further information is required 
than that which has been already furnished with regard 
to this examination / 

Prof. :—Mr. Rutherford’s report is practi- 
cally all we should ask. 

Mr. Kipp :—We have never before had such a report: 
as has been placed before us to-day from Scotland. It 
seems to me that it is very satisfactory, and I have great 
pleasure in proposing that the report be received and 
adopted, and that it be not published, because I think a 
report from a Court of Examiners should not be made 
public, so that students may not make the use of it 
which they are not entitled to do. 

Prof. WaL.Ey seconded the motion. 

Dr. Fiemine:—I am rot aware that the Report of 
this year is in any way different from those of former 

ears. 

. Mr. Huntina:—I am one who has contended that 
reports should be forwarded by examiners. I think the 
report which has been read from Mr. Rutherford is of 
itself sufficient evidence of the necessity of these reports. 
Without such a report you would never have had cfficial 
cognisance of what went on in Edinburgh. It may be 
in your recollection that not long since it was stated at 
this table that Prof. Brown when appointed as an ex- 
aminer for the Fellowship, had never once been in Edin- 
burgh. That came out quite casually, and not a 
single man on the Council knew it. Again, Mr. Woods 
complained one day as to the subjects and specimens 
that were provided for the examinations. We have heard 
these little things come out here and there unofficially, 
but if we had a wrltten report from the examiners, they 
would come before the Council in a proper manner and 
could be dealt with. It is extremely necessary that 
this Council should keep in touch with the subjects 
of the examinations to which students are submitted. 
The Council ought to know how the students have ac- 
quitted themselves, and whether = subject might be 
improved or omitted. All these things can be gone 
into by having a proper written report from the Board of 
Examiners. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—It has been reported that two 
out of the four examiners for the C Practical were not 
present at their work. These examiners were un- 
avoidably absent on the scere of ill-health, and the 
nomination of the two gentlemen in their place received 
the assent of all the members of the Board, so that the 
appointment was in order. I have not heard it sug- 
gested, and probably it is not thought that the gentle- 
men who were appointed were unfit for the post. With 
reference to the Practical Examinations, both in Glas- 
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w and in London, we have always had the most ample 
facilities placed at our disposal, and have received the 
utmost courtesy from everybody. In Edinburgh the 
facilities are greater in another place than at the schools, 
and therefore we do not go to the schools, but the prin- 
cipals of the schools very kindly supplied us with sub- 

ects, and we supplied all instruments and appliances. 
he most cordial and kind feeling has always existed 
ever since I have been connected with the Board. It is 
the business of this College. to provide subjects and 
every thing else, but if it were not for the cordial co- 


_ Operation of the schools undoubtedly the examiners 


would be put to immense inconvenience, and the College 
aac expense. I think it is well to say how cor- 

ially we appreciate the kindness and consideration that 
we receive from the gentlemen with whom we are 
brought in contact. 

General Sir Freperick FirzWyeram :—I think it 
would be desirable that the Council should express its 
wish that in future a similar detailed report should be 
sent from London. We have heard some objections 
that the specimens provided for the examinations are 

repared at the schools, and that unless very great care 
is used unfair advantage might be taken by students 
when they come before the examiners. My own opinion 
is that all these specimens ought to be prepared by the 
examining body, and fnot received from the schools 
where the students are examined. 

Mr. Ruruerrorp :—I should like to say that only the 
prepared specimens were :furnished by the schools— 
(morbid specimens preserved in glass, bones and dissec- 
tions) ; other subjects ' are obtained from animals 
recently slaughtered and furnished by myself. The 
horses are invariably selected out of a large number, 
and the students have no opportunity of seeing them 
before-hand. The same system obtains in Glasgow. 
The President of the school provides the sections and 
specimens. The morbid specimens are sent from the 

ughter-house, and the horses are selected from suita- 
ble ones at hand. 

Mr. Watters :—If detailed report is required from 
the examiners, I am quite sure if the matter is placed in 
a proper form, they will cheerfully do their best to fur- 
nish such details as are required from time to time. 

Prof. Wattry :—The Secretary is the mouth-piece of 
the examiners, and if he is asked to give the report that 
is all that is necessary. 

Mr. Huntine :—The difficulty would be that our 
Secretary not being a professional man, could not offer 
as good a report as the examiners could ; especially if we 
are going into the subject of the standard reached by 
the students in each subject. 

Prof. Axz :—At the last examination at the Camden 
Town School we took care to keep all the specimens 
under lock and key, out of the reach jof the students, 
and we furnished, as far as we were able, everything re- 
quired by the Examining Board. I have suggested 
again and again to the Examining Board that the mat- 
ter should not be left with the schools. It seems to me 
to be the duty of this College to furnish the necessary 
subjects and not to leave it to the teaching school. We 
shall be very pleased to give every help we possibly can 
in any direction, but we should like to escape from an 
imputation of affording students facilities for doing that 
which you could wish should not be done. 

Mr. Roatre Cox:—With reference to the specimens 
of the College with which Mr. Cartledge and I myself 
are associated, we had the entire run of its museum to 
select specimens. It was the same at Glasgow. The 
specimens were all selected by ourselves. At Edin- 
burgh the schools jointly or separately sent us down a 
large number of specimens, exceeding 100, so that there 
is not the slightest doubt that there was a sufficiently 


wide range of specimens upon which to test the 
students. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then 

eed to. 

Mr. Huntine :—I have to move “ That it be an in- 
struction to the Court of Examiners to furnish through 
their chairman a report to the Council of each exami- 
nation, stating the names of the men who have passed, 
the standard attained in each subject, and other matters 
which may be considered necessary.” 

Dr. Ftemine :—That is done. 

Mr. Huntine :—It is done by the Secretary. 

The PreswEnt :—It is done by the Chairman. 

Mr. Huntine :—Then I ask for the report to be pro- 
duced, that was furnished to the London section—for 
any single report that has been furnished to the London 
section for the last 10 years, if it is done regularly. 

Dr. Fiemine ;—There it is, the result of the exami- 
nations. 

Mr. Huntine :—I said reports. 

Sir Henry Suwpson :—You can have them all by ask- 
ing for them. 

Prof. Axz :—I will second Mr. Hunting’s motion. 

The Soricrror :—I beg to point out that if it is to be 
an instruction the Court of Examiners are not bound to 
carry it out ; perhaps it would be better to put it asa 
request. . 

r. Huntine :—Why would not they be bound to 
carry it out ¢ 

The Soxitrror :—Because the Charter says that we 
are to make bye-laws. : 

Mr. Huntine :—It says that the resolutions of the 
Council shall be binding. 

The Soricrror :—They must be passed in a special 
way by notice given. The Charter says nothing about 
a report at all: it simply allows examinations to take 
place as they shall be appointed, and then the bye-law 
says what is to be done. 

Mr. Huntine:—Then I will withdraw and proceed 
by notice. 


Tue DEGREE. 


The Szcretary read the report of the Court of Ex- 
aminers for the Fellowship Degree, which stated that 
the Degree had been conferred upon Prof. Shave, R.V.C. 
Mr. H. C. Wilkie, of Bodmin, Cornwall; Mr. T. A. Hu- 
band, of Cheltenham, and Mr. F. G. Ashley, of Bath. 

The Report was adopted. fend 

Mr. RurHerrorp :—In the Register no mention 1s 
made of the Scotch Secretary having a position on your 
Examining Board. It has been the practice to put the 
names of the secretaries on the Register. _I think its 
an omission and I move that it be rectified in the next 
edition. 

Prof. PrircHarp seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. ' 

The obituary list was read. 

On the motion of Sir Henry Simpson, seconded by 
Mr. Walters, it was resolved “That the dates of the 
Examination of Students shall be fixed by the Council 
at the Quarterly meeting in April and October in each 
year.” 

The [following notice of motion was given by Mr. J. 
Roalfé Cox “To consider a suggestion to introduce 
post-graduate courses of instruction by lectures, demon- 
strations and microscopic work in connection ps 
Veterinary Sanitary Science and Public Health ; the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, amo 

things, on the inspection of animals, living °F aos, 
affected withh disease which is communicable or may Ag 
suspected to be communicable to mankind, and the 
spection of the flesh and milk of animals so affected, 
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and the general appearance and the microscopic cy i 
therein rendering the consumption objectionable for 


human food; and the granting of a Certificate of special 
ualification for the appointment to the office of 

The meeting was then made special in order to con- 
aider the adoption of the revised Regulation of the Ex- 
amination of Students in General Education. 

Prof, AxE :-—This matter has been before the Council 
on one or two previous occasions. and I have only to 
move that these altered regulations shall come into force 
on and after the Ist of September, 1891. They are as 
follows :— 

1. Students who enter the Veterinary Schools 
shall, prior to their first Professional Examination by 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, undergo an 
examination in the under-mentioned subjects, or pro- 
duce a certificate of having passed one of the follow- 
ing Examinations : 

(1) For Matriculation, or any higher Examination 
for degrees, or one of the “ Local Examinations” 
held by a University in the United Kingdom, or 
by a Colonial or Foreign University recognised 
by the Council of this College. 

(2) Forthe Certificates of the First Class or First 
Division of the Second Class granted by the 
College of Preceptors. 

(3) An Examination recognised by the General Medi- 
cal Council as exempting Candidates from the 
Preliminary Literary Examinations of the 
various Medical Corporations, ora certificate of 
Examination by the Incorporated Law Society, 
of the Preliminary Examination of the Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

(4) (i) Intermediate Education Board of Ireland 
Senior or! Middle Grade; (ii) Apothecaries’ 
Hall, Ireland; (iii) Military, Naval, Civil Ser- 
vice, Marine and Divinity—any part of the 
United Kingdom.” 

Dr. Fiemine :—I will second that. 

_ Prof. WatiEy :—There are two matters of very great 
importance in connection with this. In the first sec- 
tion it says “a Colonial or Foreign University recog- 
nised by the Council of this jCollege.” We are per- 
fectly well aware what that means, but in order to avoid 
such difficulties as have arisen in the past, might it not 
be as well to define what you mean by recognising and 
what you do not recognise. You have the whole 
Colonial and Foreign Universities and how do you know 
that they are not bogus Universities. 

Mr. J. F. Stmrson :—You decide on a case as it 
arises. 

Prof. Watitey!—That leads to interminable dis- 
cussion. 

Prof. Penpertuy :—I take it that we have decided 
that until any Coll is specified by our Act we shall 
not recognise it. we stick to that the matter is 
ended. One point that has been omitted, referring to 
Examinations which may be taken ‘instead of our own, 
1s to say that these examinations shall include the whole 
of our obligatory subjects. 

Dr. Fiemine :—That is understood. 

Prof. Penpertuy :—Some of the examinations which 


I see specified, do not {contain our obligatory subjects, | agreed 


and men may come in without doing one, two or 
of our obligatory subjects. 

Prof. WaLLEy mar ooo is jone degree which does not 
seem to have come under the cognisance of the com- 
mittee ; it is that known as “the Government leaving 
certificate of the Educational Department of London,” 
which includes or ,covers the Re jects of the Medical 

Examinations, and is ted by all medi- 
eal corpo ns, accep 


Prof. Wix11ams:—If the General Medical Council 
have recognised it we are bound to do so because under 
Section 3 we recognise the examinations recognised by 
the General Medical Council. 

Prof. WatLEy :—It is a matter of importance that it 
should be put in ; you can do it in this ng: eI saying 
that it be accepted provided on inquiry it includes 
our subjects. 

Mr. TricceR :—Instead of adding to this long list 
my idea would be to strike out everything except the 
first and second resolutions ; those are all you want. 

Sub-sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 having been adopted. 

Mr. Watters moved the addition to the list of the 
“Government Leaving Certificate of the Educational 
Department of London,” provided on enquiry it was 
found to cover all the obligatory subjects.” 

Prof. WaLLEy seconded the resolution. 

Mr, Hunrine proposed as an amendment that the 
list should remain as it stood in print. 

Mr. J. F. Srmpson seconded the amendment, which 
was carried, 

Prof. Pensertay moved the addition of the rider: 
“ Provided that all these examinations include the obli- 
gatory subjects as laid down by the Royal College.” 
The reason was, he said, that they had a standard of 
their own, and their students should not be regulated 
by any outside examining bodies, 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the resolution, which was 

d to. 

On the motion of Prof. Watizy, seconded by Prof. 
Wiu1aMs, Section 2, which was as follows, was agreed 
to :— 

“ Students who do not produce one or other of the cer- 
tificates referred to shall be examined by a Board of Ex- 
aminers appointed by and under the direction and super- 
vision of this College,the examination shall be uniformly 
applicable to the whole of the United Kingdom, and 
the result of the same shall be reported to the 
Council. The nature and extent of this examination 
shall be fixed by the Council from time to time. It 
will be of two c 
the other optional.” 


Suspsects oF EXAMINATION. 


Mr. Huntine :—There are two classes of subjects 
one obligatory and the other optional. At the last 
meeting ce teachers pointed out that it was unneces- 
sary to keep the optional subjects as they are at present, 
but they all said: “ Let us keep them if we can utilise 
them.” Sir H. Smprson remarked that he was not 
aware that they did not oy marks for the optional 
subjects, showing that he did not know that they were 
absolutely useless. As a matter of fact it was nonsense 
to put four or five subjects into the optional list, for 
passing in which there was no advantage to the stu- 
dents. On the other hand, if they made the list of 
optional subjects of some use by saying that they would 

ow aman showing proficiency to get ten or twenty 
marks to help him through with some other subject in 
which he was weak; then there would be some sense in 
the division. He proposed that the optional subjects 
be omitted. 

On the motion of Prof. W1xi1aMs, seconded by Mr. 
J. F. Supson, the first five obligatory subjects were 
to, as follows :— 

“1. Reading aloud. 

2. Writing from Dictation. 

3. English Grammar, with Parsing and Composition. 

4, Arithmetic—the Simple and Compound Rules. 
with — and Decimal Fraction. 

5. Either outlines of English History or Geography 
of Europe and the British Isles.”’ 

Prof. WauiEy :—I propose that the sixth subject be 


accepted. 


of subjects—one obligatory, and 
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“6. The following foreign languages: Latin—First 
Book of Ceesar’s Commentaries, or an alternative 
“ unseen ” paper and either (a) French (no set 
book) or (b) German (no set book).”’ 

Mr. TriaccER seconded the motion. 

Mr. Huntinea :—I propose as an amendment, unless 
we do away with the optional subjects, that Latin, 
French, and German be put into the optional subjects 
with a line in front of them that any one of those sub- 
jects may be adopted, and in that case I would increase 
the severity of the Latin examination by making it the 
First Two Books of Cesar, or by simply making it 
an “ unseen ”’ paper. 

Prof. Wriu1aMs :—I am rather taken aback on this 
point, I should have wished No. 6 to read as follows : 
“ The following foreign languages : either Latin, French, 
or German.” I do not see the possibility of marks 
obtained upon optional subjects being added to the 
marks upon another subject which is obligatory, in fact 
it would go against the whole course of procedure of 
the Royal College. If a man has one bad mark, it can- 
not be altered by his success in an optional subject. I 
move, as an amendment, that No. 6 read as follows: 
“The following foreign languages: Latin, French, or 
German.” 

Prof. Wa.iry :—The matter was discussed at the 
last meeting. 

Prof. W1iu1aMs :—I never agreed to it. 

Mr. TriaceR :—At the annual meeting there was a 
strong majority in favour of Latin being made obligatory. 

Mr. Huntine :—I may say it was recommended by 
the professional body—the College of Preceptors— 
whom we consulted, that it should not be made com- 


pulsory, but optional. 
Prof. Wattey:—If Prof. Williams puts that motion 
I shall drop mine. 


Sir Henry Simpson :—I do not consider myself an 
authority on these educational matters, but can anyone 
really suggest that Latin is not an absolutely essential 
subject for the veterinary surgeon? I think he would 
be a very bold man to do so. All prescriptions are 
written in Latin, and surely a man ought to be able to 
read a prescription in Latin. 

Mr. Hunting :—It is an absolute fact that five-sixths 
of the profession do not know Latin. 

Dr. Fiemine:—That is no reason why they should 
not. 

Prof. Ax :—I think it would be very unfortunate in- 
deed if we were not to make Latin a compulsory subject. 
All that pertains to our profession bristles with Latin. 
Members of the Council will consider the matter fully 
before they attempt to erase that which is represented 
here as a necessary part of education. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson :—I shall vote for the subjects as 
they stand. I feel sure when I remind Mr. Hnnting of 
his great respect for everything which takes place at the 
Aunual meetings he will be inclined to withdraw his 
opposition. The profession at the Annual meeting said 
Latin we will have.’’ 

Mr. Hountine :—I will willingly withdraw, and if Mr. 
Simpson will be consistent throughout I will too 

Prof. Wi1Lu1aMs :—Let it stand as it is. 

The resolution adopting No. 6 was then agreed to. 

Mr. Huntine :—We now come to Part II the Optional 
Subjects, and I propose that the whole of these be de- 
leted, unless it can be shown that they are of some 
practical use. 

Mr. Matcoum :—I move that Nos. 1 & 2—“1 Euclid. 
Book I on the subjects treated therein. 2 Algebra to 
Quadratic Equations” be added to the Geiligationg 
subjects. 

Sir H. Smmpson ;—I hope that this will be passed. 
The probability is a man does not want it to help 


him in his examinations, but a successful student would 
be glad at the end of his career to beable to say “[] 
entered the College having passed the obligatory as well 
as certain optional subjects. I took a degree with very 
great credit at my first examination.” 

Prof. WatiEy ;—They are really misleading as they 
are. Students are constantly writing saying what is 
the use of these optional subjects. 

Prof. Axx ;—In order to render them of use I will 
move that a record be published after each examination 
indicating the intending students who have passed the 
optional subjects. This would at any rate show the 
profession who were the men who had received a superior 
education, and no doubt the students would try and dis- 
tinguish themselves in that direction. 

Dr. Fiemine ;—I will second that. 

Mr. Huntine ;—There are three subjects “ Physiology, 
Botany and Inorganic Chemistry,” which ‘are merely 
first steps, elementary bits of examinations which we 
take care they have to pass afterwards. 

Prof. Axe ;—I suppose that Part II stands as in print 
with the rider that I have just suggested. 
Euclid—Book I or the subjects treated therein. 
Algebra to quadratie Equations. 

Natural History, Zoology, Botany, Physiology 
(one branch only). 


of 


Inorganic Chemistry. 

Mechanics. 

Any of the specified foreign languages not taken 
as obligatory, 

That these regulations shall come in force on and after 
the 1st September, 1891, and that a Record be pub- 
lished after each examination indicating the intending 
students who have passed the optional subjects, and what 
these subjects are.”’ 

Mr. Huntine ;—Do I understand that it is tobe 
printed and sent out to the British public that if a man 
passes one of these subjects, he shall be advertised from 
this Council as possesing an extraordinary education— 
it is too awful ! 

The resolution as proposed by Prof. Axe was agreed to 

Mr. Kipp ;—The next thing to be done is to appoint 
a Board of Examiners, to carry these regulations into 
force. 

The Soricrror ;—The regulations will have to be con- 
firmed at another meeting, and when that is done will 
be the time to appoint the Board. 

Prof. AxgE moved “ That Regulation 17 of the Regu- 
lations for Professional Examinations be altered by 
striking out the words “twelve months” on the sixth 
line thereof, and by substituting the words “ thre 
years” in place of the words so struck out.” The ob- 
ject of that motion was, he said, to rectify a discrepancy 
between Regulation 17 and 7.” 

Prof. Wri11ams seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. . 

On the motion of Sir Henry Simpson, seconded by 
Prof. PenBEertHy it was resolved 

“ That Bye-law 48 be altered by adding to the invest 
ments authorized for the funds of the College, mortgage 
on real recurities in England or Wales, or on heritable 
property in,Scotland, or on bonds, mortgages, or debev- 
tures of incorporations or incorporated companies pay 
ing dividends on their ordinary stock, in accordanc 
with Section 17 of the Charter of 1876 and the Trusts 
Investment Acts.’’ 

Professor WALLEY moved “ That the examination 2 
Materia Medica be rendered more strict than it is# 
present, and that it shall include Practical Pharmacy. 
He said the subject of Materia Medica had been greaily 
neglected by the Council, and its withdrawal from th? 
prominent position it held had led men to become & 
tremely careless as to obtaining a thorough knowledge 
the subject. He would add to the resolution “ that 
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time for the Practical” Examination- of students be ex- 
tended.”’ 

Professor WiLL1AMs said so far as Materia Medica was 
concerned there was plenty of time to examine upon it. 
Practical Pharmacy was an important subject and they 
might be justified in going to the expense of another ex- 
aminer and adding the examiner to the Practical ex- 
amination. 

Sir H. Stwpson thought they might wait at present 
and see if anything was done by the new Charter with a 
view to compulsory pupilage. 

Professor WALLEY said if it’ was thought better to 
leave it till by the new Charter they might appoint more 
examiners he would do so. 

Mr. Ruruerrorp said if Practical Pharmacy was in- 
cluded they must have separate tables. That would 
mean another scale of fees, as it would be doing an in- 
justice to put more work on the examiners without their 
receiving additional pay. 

The Prestpent ;—I think gentlemen we are really too 
prone to alterations, which, it should be remembered, not 
only affect examinations but upset the whole arrange- 
ments for teaching. I think we may go on very well as 
we are, 

Prof. WauuEy ;—I am quite content to let the matter 
stand over till we do something with reference to the 
increase of examiners. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson ;—With regard to the Practical ex- 
amination it has been suggested in print that the prac- 
tical examination including the writing of Certificates 
and prescriptions occupies from 15 to 20 minutes. Per- 
mit me as one who has recently acted as an examiner 
to say that that is absolutely untrue. The written ex- 
amination practically the students are allowed an 
unlimited time for. I think our secretaries for Scot- 
land and England will bear me out in that statement. 

The Secretary ;—Some gentlemen take as much as 
two hours to write their papers. 

Mr. J. F. Smuwpson ;—! think it is very important that 
that erroneous statement should be corrected. 

Mr. Huntine ;—May I ask if you refer to anything 
that I have written ? 

Mr. J. F. Simpson ;—I do not know I am sure who 
wrote it. It is impossible to tell what you write or 
what other people write. 

Mr. Huntine :—Did you read it in The Record as 
an Editorial article ; 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson ;—I decline to he cross-examined 
by you. 

Mr. Huntine ;—Mr. Simpson made the remark that 
the statement “that the students’ practical examinations 
weré limited to 20 minutes’ is untrue. As a matter of 
fact the Bye-laws and Regulations of this College su 
state—whether they state anything untrue or not I 
do not know. It may be that some of the practical ex- 
aminers devote five minutes to one student and an hour- 
and-a-half to another ; that I know nothing about. The 
Regulations say that they shall have 20 minutes, [ there- 
fore ask Mr. Simpson to withdraw his remark that it is 
“ untrue.” 

Mr. Simpson :—In as much as I made no reference to 
Mr. Hunting I decline to withdraw anything. 

Mr. Huntine ;—There has been, I think, no other 
article except by me upon that question lately ; and it 
was perfectly understood by Mr. Simpson that I wrote it 
I refer you to the printed Regulations of the College as 
proof that I am right, and I ask again for Mr. Simpson 
to withdraw his statement that a statement made by me 
was untrue. 

Mr. Simpson ;—When I say that “Mr. Hunting has 
made a statement which is untrue” and there is proof 
that I have made a;mistake I shall withdraw it. I have 
not said that Mr. Hunting has made a statement at all. 
The motion as to the examination in materia medica 


having been withdrawn, it was resolved on the motion 
of Professor Walley, seconded by Mr. Trigger ;—“ That 
the marks to be obtained by students in the matricula- 
tion examination shall be 50 per cent. in reading, and in 
writing to dictation; and 30 per cent. in all other 
subjects.” 

Mr. TriecER moved “ That it be an instruction to 
the examiners that the time allowed for the practical 
examination of students be extended.” 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson seconded the motion. 

Dr. Fiemine wished to state with regard to Mr. Lam- 
bert’s letter that for a number of years in which he (Dr. 
Fleming) took part in the examination for the army 
they usually found the average of failings was 50 per 
cent. The failure was not so much in the written ex- 
amination as in the practical, and there the failures were 
most lamentable. 

Mr. Wa.rtzrs said that at the examination for the 
Army in December last out of ten candidates only two 
passed. It was a very lamentable thing to think that 
of ten graduates of the Royal College holding its diploma, 
coming {up for a simple examination like that for the 
Army, only two should pass. 

Mr. Huntine said the serious part of the matter was 
that the eight men who could not get into the Army 
went into Civil practice. It might be that the Army 
Examiners were not fit for their work. It was perfectly 
certain if the army examiners were fit for their work the 
practical examiners on their Board were not. It was a 
matter so serious that some careful inquiry should be 
made into it. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

Mr. Huntine gave notice of motion for the alteration 
of Bye-law 31; “ That this Bye-law be altered so far as 
the first three lines, ending at the word “ President ”’— 
‘A Report of each examination signed by the Chairman 
of each section, shall be transmitted to the Presideut 
and Council stating the names of successful candidates, 
the general standard of excellence attained in each sub- 
ject, aud referring to any other matters which it is 
desirable should be notitied to the Conncil.’ ”’ 

General Sir Freperick FitzWyeram gave notice of 
motion “(1) That the quarterly meetings be held on 
fixed days. (2). That special meetings shall not be 
summoned except on occasion of most urgent necessity. 
(3). That 30 minutes instead of 20 minutes be allowed 
to each student at each table at the Final Examination 
and also at the Practical Examination for Horses, and 
the same for Cattle. (4) That no more than eighteen 
candidates be examined in one day at any table in the 
First or Second Examinations; nor more than twelve 
in the Final Examination. 

Mr. Wraae gave notice of motion “That a chartered 
accountant be obtained to audit the accounts of the 
College, and to prepare the annual balance sheet.” 

With a vote of thanks to the President the Council 
meeting then terminated. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The Annual Meeting and Dinner will take place 
at the “ Victoria Hall,” Manchester, on Friday, 6th 
of February. Meeting at 4.30. Dinner at 6, 

G. Gartstpe Mayor, 
Hon. See. 
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EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


ON THE ACTION OF KOCH’S REMEDY UPON 
INTERNAL ORGANS IN TUBERCUSOSIS. 
By Professor R. VircHow. 


Limiting his remarks to facts determined by ana- 
tomical investigation, Professor Virchow said that from 
the time at which the practice commenced until the end 
of December he had examined post mortem twenty-one 
eases in which during life injections of Koch’s fluid had 
been practised, and to these might be added some six or 
seven more examined during the present year. [A 
large number also have been fexamined by his assistants 
in other hospitals and elsewhere, and had yielded im- 
portant — 

Reserving fur another opportunity a detailed state- 

ment of these cases, Professor Virchow proceeded to 
make some general remarks on the experience derived 
from them. Just as observation of external parts had 
shown that the remedy acts as a severe irritant, excit- 
ing redness and swelling, so the same effects had been 
well seen in the internal parts. These visible changes 
were not confined to marked hyperemic swellings, which 
obviously might be very transient, for there was not the 
least doubt that actual inflammation, with active pro- 
liferation, occurred to a considerable extent. This is 
well shown at the margins of ulcers and in the neigh- 
bouring lpmphatic glands, especially the bronchial and 
mesenteric. The glands were most markedly swollen, 
that form of medullary swelling peculiar to acute irrita- 
tion, and due to a rapid proliferation of the cells within 
the gland. Sometimes these inflammatory swellings 
are dangerous. Thus in the larynx, although the ulcers 
may become healthier, the neighbouring tissue enor- 
mously swells,and may produce a critical degree of 
stenosis. Sometimes the change may assume a phleg- 
monous type, comparable to what is seen in cedema of 
the glottis and retro-pharyngeal abscess, as illustrated 
in a case seen this month (January). No doubt it is 
difficult to assert that any such inflammation is due to 
the injections, for there is no criterion for any differen- 
tiation ; nor was he prepared to say precisely how this 
kind of inflammation may be recognised and dis- 
tinguished from other inflammatory lesions arising in 
the course of phthisis. But in the lungs certainly there 
are lesions which are exceptionally peculiar. 

Among the fatal cases of ulcerative phthisis the great 
majority showed widespread changes of recent date 
mostly in the lungs, but also associated with pleurisy of 
very severe type, simple and tubercular, hemorrhagic 
aud not rarely bilateral. The lung changes may. be 
separated into two seemingly very different categories. 

e one corresponds to what is styled “caseous pneu- 
monia,”’ or anatomically, “caseous hepatisation.” It 
might be thought very doubtful whether this change 
was in any way connected with the injections. Pro- 
fessor Virchow would himself have doubted this were it 
not that some of the cases showed it in a special degree, 
and he exhibited a portion of lung which had undergone 
caseous hepatisation to an extent the like of which he 
had not seen for years. The lungs were large, their 
lower lobes, especially the right, as voluminous as in or- 
dinary hepatisation ; but the foci were so thickly mas- 
sed as to leave hardly any parenchyma between them. It 
was like a piece of black sausage richly laden with fat. 
The non-caseous parts were blackish and sharply demar- 
cated from the caseous. The man was thirty-three years 
old: he had had six injections, the last four weeks be- 
fore death, and the injections were suspended because of 


supervention of continued fever and infiltration of the 
lower lobes. This infiltration started just after the injec. 
tions, for previously there were only signs of in- 
duration at one apex, where was afterwards found 
an old indurated focus. In other cases, also, 
the condition of the lungs similarly differed from 
what is usually seen in phthisis; in five of the 
cases there were more or less large masses of caseous 
hepatisation, but not approaching the extent of the cases 
related. 

Another change, which is certainly inflammatory, is of 
amore diffuse character, although again not absolutely 
distinctive. | The types of pneumonia liable to arise in 
the course of phthisis may be placed in three different 
categories. There are the caseous, the ordinary fibri- 
nous, and the catarrhal, so-called smooth pneumonia— 
marked essentially by cell accumulations in the alveoli, 
One may see all these forms in a case of phthisis, but in 
not one of the injected cases was simple fibrinous pnev- 
monia present. In fact, the “ injection pneumonia” 
resembles the catarrhal type, but with certain differences, 
A point of difference from ordinary catarrhal hepatisa- 
tion consists in the occasional occurrence of areas of 
softening in the midst of the hepatised foci, producing 
rapid excavation ; for instance, in the middle of the 
lower lobe, just as in gangrenous broncho-pneumonia, 
This result seems to point to the operation of a stronger 
irritant than that which is usually regarded as the cause 
of catarrhal pneumonia. Professor Virchow is of opin- 
ion that, in some of these case at least, the inflammatory 
processes are analogous to those excited in the external 

arts after injection, which vary in intensity with the 
individual and the special features of the case. 

Another phenomenon has been noted which requires 
confirmation by thorough clinical observation ; it is the 
outbreak of recent tubercles in these patients. He could 
only speak with much reserve on this point, since we 
have no fixed data as to the duration of small tubercles 
—i.e. the submiliary form—and cannot judge positively 
asto their age. Generally they are regarded as being 
of recent formation. His own examination of these 
parts, which he has always regarded as most suitable for 
the observation of these recent formations—viz., serous 
membranes—has revealed the eruption of very recent 
tubercles under conditions which render it very wnlikely 
that these were of old date. This is especially seen in 
the pleura, pericardium, and peritoneum. He has never 
been able to confirm the notion that the tubercles were 
strongly attacked by the remedy and mortified, for in all 
these cases the submiliary tubercles in question were 
quite intact, even following injections made some weeks 
previously. Hence he is the more inclined to the notion 
that their eruption first took place after the injection. 

In endeavouring to explain these fresh eruptions he 
remarked that if one admits that every tubercle is due to 
bacilli, the study of such remote parts as the pericardium 
deserves special attention. In another case the epicar- 
dium had at one spot, not in contact with the affected 
part of the lung, a small group of four such miliary 
tubercles surrounded by marked hyperemia. There 
seemed no other explanation than that their germs 
come there by metastasis ; and why, he asks, should not 
the metastatic transference of liberated bacilli be deemed 
a source of more generalised infection? For Professor 
Koch states that the bacilli resist the action of the 
remedy, nor indeed are they destroyed, and therefore 
the possibility must be recognised that the softening 
process excited by the remedy makes the degenerati”® 
products more fluid and more liable to be carried away 
create foci elsewhere. 

Professor Virchow said he felt bound to express _ 
ideas in order to them ap 
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pletely coughing up the softened material, and where 
there is great possibility of the conveyance of this 
material to other parts of the lung to excite therein 
fresh foci. Another point on which Professor Koch 
lays stress as the main effect of his remedy is the de- 
structive process itself. There is no doubt that such an 
action does take place in many parts ; but it is not quite 
clear why this mortification does not always occur, as, 
for instance, in the cases of submiliary tubercles refer- 
red to. Professor Virchow admitted—as had been de- 
scribed by some earlier observers—in tubercular pleurisy 
for instance, that, especially when the tubercles increased 
in size, they assume an unusually cloudy, yellowish as- 
pect, and show definite microscopic changes. But at 
other times, even when injections are continued to the 
day before death, this change does not occur. Large 
tubercles may even appear very resistant. 

Professor Virchow next drew attention to the con- 
ditions observed in cases of phthisis, in ulcers of the in- 
testine and in the ulcers of the respiratory organs, especially 
in the lungs. As regards the intestine, there could be 
no question as to the occurrence of mortifying processes 
similar to those observed in ‘upus, especially in the older 
ulcers of wide extent and thickened margins, where 
there is much fresh submiliary eruption to be seen to- 
gether with extreme mortification. He showed the 
specimen from the case which also had pericardial tuber- 
cle, in which the destruction of the intestinal ulcer had 
invaded the serous coat. Had the man survived two 
days longer perforation must have occurred. This was 
so in another case lately related by Professor B. Fraenkel 
where death occurred from perforation. Although such 
mortification and perforation do take place in tubercular 
ulceration, yet it was remarkable to have two such in- 
stances within two months of severe cases where the 
mortifying process was in rapid progress. The same is 
true of ulcers in the organs of respiration, in which very 
rapid destruction takes place, and the unusually large 
size of the detached masses must obviate the possibility 
of their being expectorated, and thereby favour their 
— and aspiration with its consequences.—The 


Yorkshire V.M.A. 


The Annual Meeting and Dinner will be held at 
the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, on Friday, the 30th inst. 
The Meeting will be held at 1-30 p.m., and the 
Dinner at 4 p.m. The President, Mr. Toorgr, in 
the Chair. 

Business or Megrinc 
Usual preliminary. 
Mr. James Cooxer will exhibit and explain his 
New Adjustable Splint for Horses and Cattle; 
also his improved mouth Gag. 


Professor MoFapyegay, M.B., B.Sc. (Edin.), will 
give a Lecture and Microscopic Demonstration 
on “The Minute Anatomy of the Lesions of 
Tuberculosis and Actinomycosis.” 


Mr. Bowman will bring forward, in order to test 
the feeling of the Members, the question as to 
Cows suffering from Milk Fever whether their 
flesh in the first stages of the disease is fit for 
food or not? that is if the flesh is a guod colour, 
and the internal organs healthy.” 


The President’s Inaugural Address. 


As the business of the Meetings is longer than usual, 
Members are requested to be punctual. 


The Dinner Tickets, not including Wine, which is. 
optional, are 6/- each (Morning Dress), Any mem- 
ber who is desirous of introducing a guest or guests. 
may obtain a Dinner Ticket by notifying the Hon. 
Sec. as soon as convenient. 

W. F. Greennarcu. Hon. Sec. 


Royal Commission on Tuberculosis. 


The Royal Commission on Tuberculosis has been 
meeting regularly during the last few months, and 
much evidence from experts and clinical physicians. 
bearing ou the matters referred to has been collected. 
It has now been decided, we understand, to pursue 
the inquiry in a different direction by a careful 
examination into the various systems of meat and 
milk inspection abroad, by the collection of sta- 
tistics bearing on the subject, and probably by the 
initiation of further researches of an experimental 
nature, to settle some of the doubtful points con- 
cerning the degree of infectivity of the products of 
tuberculous animals. 


The Nitrifying Ferment. 

The Philosopoical Transactions of the Royal Society 
for 1890, vol. 181, contain an interesting paper by 
Professor P. F. Frankland and Mrs, G, C. Frankland 
on the Nitrifying Process and its Specific Ferment. 
They have succeeded, by processes of fractional 
dilution extended over nearly three years, in isolat- 
ing an organism which will not grow upon gelatine 
peptone, but proliferates very slowly in broth. It 
is the active agent in nitrification, and is present in 
ordinary garden mould. It nitrifies ammoniacal 
solutions in the absence of organic matter, producing 
nitrites, but no nitrates. It has a characteristic form, 
and dves not render the solution it nitrifies turbid. 


Inland Revenue Prosecution. 

William Alfred South, veterinary surgeon, Neasden 
was summoned for keeping three male servants with- 
out having licences in furce.—Mr. MacMann, Inland 
Revenue Officer, proved that he saw the defendant 
being driven by acoachman ; he saw the gate opened 
by a gardener, and the house door opened by a page— 
Defendant held that the man was not strictly a coach- 
man. He (defendant) had never paid a licence, and 
he did not believe a veterinary surgeon in London 
did—The Bench decided that the man was a coachman 
proper, and the explanation as to the other two was 
also over-ruled, and a fine of £5 and costs imposed. 


Hydrophobia in Cape Colony. 

The Cape Argus reports a case of death resulting 
frum the bite of a wild cat, which, being worried by 
dogs, jumped in at the open window and bit the 
hand of a lady so firmly that the animal could not 
be remuved until it had been killed. _Hydrophobia 
speedily set in, and the woman died after two days’ 
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Dr. Koch and his Visitors, 

Dr. Anderson Stuart, Professor of Physiology and 
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine in the University 
of Sydney, arrived in Berlin the other day 
as representing the Governments of New South 
Wales, South Australia, and New Zealand, to in- 
quire into the Koch discovery and procure a supply 
of lymph for the use of these three colonies. Though 
introduced by Sir Joseph Lister and other eminent 
men in England, Dr. Stuart had (the Times’ corre- 
spondent says) to wait three days before he could 
get an interview with Dr, Koch, which was granted 
him yesterday morning as an exceptional favour, 
considering that at present about 300 medical men 
have applied and are waiting for similar privilege. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 
facts of interest. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 

Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 


. WwW. 


NATIONAL REGISTRATION OF FARRIERS 
OR SHOEING-SMITHS. 


Sir,—My ‘‘foreman smith” brought a letter he had 
received from the Secretary of the Registration Committee 
to my assistant the other day, and asked for information 
as to what it was all about. He seemed to have a vague 
idea he was going to be made a “ Vet.” free of charge, and 
without the trouble of exams. etc. 

Some months ago, I and many other country vets. pointed 
out that the word Farrier was understood (out of London) 
to mean Veterinary Surgeon, and if shoeing-smiths had it 
on their certificates the public would take them for vets. 
You, Mr. Editor, sneered at this, and the Registration 
Committee took no notice of it, and now they have added 
insult to injury by sending letters to all foreman smiths 
(mark, not to their masters) concluding with— 

‘* May I therefore ask the favour of your assisting the 

movement : 

1. By affixing the enclosed card in a prominent position 
in your workshop. 

2. By informing your workmen of the details of the 
Scheme and assisting them in filling up their appli- 
cation forms. For this purpose I enclose you a form, 
and shall be happy to forward you as many as you 
may desire on hearing from you to that effect. 

Yours truly, 
Wynne E. Baxter, Secretary.” 


As the Committee of the National Registration of 
Farriers or Shoeing-smiths, took no notice of us, I for one 
shall take no notice of them, and have given my smiths 
notice “that I shall discharge any man who becomes 
registered,” and more than this, I will never employ a 

if I know it. 
other veterinary surgeons who don’t agree with 
the Scheme will do the same, mo yr prevent smiths from 
being registered in every way they can. We have quite 
enough to put up with from ‘ Registered Practitioners ” 
without having ‘‘ Registered Farriers or Shoeing-smiths to 
contend with. Yours, &c., James Buakeway. 


Stourbridge, Jan. 14, 1891. 


REGISTRATION. 
Sir, 


In this neigbourhood there is a man who calls himself 
a Veterinary Surgeon, and his clients believe him to be 
so. He has his plate on his door, and “ Veterinary 
Surgeon ”’ in large letters upon the plate. I cannot find 
his name in the Register of Veterinary Surgeons, 
neither can I find his name in the list of existing prac- 
titioners. It appears that many more than the “ learned 
lawyer ” think that anyone may call himself a veterinary 
surgeon ; all this while the Council are raising the fees 
and the examinations. Will many young men not ask, 
Is the game worth the candle /—Faithfully yours, 

INTEGRITY. 


“THOUGHTS ON INFLUENZA.” 
Sir 

I do not wish to anticipate the “ Scientists” of our 
profession in their action on “ Thoughts on Influenza.” 
A paper marked by such daring originality is well cal- 
culated to delight those of our profession who pride 
themselves on being “practical men,” but there is 
another section not so likely to go into raptures. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I seriously ask what useful purpose 
is served by publishing such a dazzling new discovery /— 
I suppose it 1s intended seriously. Accepting it in good 
faith the following question presents itself to me : What 
would be the opinion formed of our profession by any 
educated man who took up The Record for January 17th, 
and read “ Thoughts on Influenza.’’ Finding such an 
emanation seriously treated, I fear he would think us in 
greater ignorance than is really the case.—Yours, 

“A 


[We have been asked the same questions by one or 
two other correspondents. We simply reply that any 
communication sent us by a leading man in the pro- 
fession, or by a man acknowledged to be a leader, will 
be published. It is for our readers to comment ap- 
provingly or otherwise; and we cannot doubt that the 
men who have over and over again returned Mr. Greaves 
tv our Council will quite appreciate his science —Ep.] 


“1S A NEW CHARTER NEEDED?” 

Deak Sir, 

In a previous issue rz refer to my short paper—“ Is 
a New Charter Needed ””—read before the South Dur- 
ham and North Yorkshire Society. You say that I, 
“ like everyone else who is not a member of the Council, 
recognise the fact that only three questions are worth 
discussing, and these I dispose of in an original man- 
ner.” Thanks for the word “ original.” : 

From your sarcasm I might be alone in my views. 
Now, it seems to me from this week’s report that the 
majority of the Parliamentary Committee agree with 
me. Your argument respecting 200 students applying 
for membership on their merely paying double fees 18 
too absurd to reply to: You must agree with me t 
there are quite as many members as Fellows enjoys 
enviable positions in the profession, and quite as mu 
entitled to the Fellowship as the first men who obtained 
it, providing they are ambitious enough to pay for it. 
Of — I refer to those who were members previous 
to 1876. 

You also add Mr. Mulvey’s card shows that 23 mem- 
bers agree with me, and 1004 are against me, but then 
Mr. Mulvey did not poll the profession on my views. 
1 feel sure, Sir, that if either he or yourself would under- 
take to do this I should get the best of the poll —Yours 


trul 
‘Northallerton. J. NETTLETON. 
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